
IOWA
The Canada–Iowa trade relationship is valued at $5.4 billion
and supports more than 87,100 jobs in the Hawkeye State
More than 8 million U.S. jobs depend on Canada–U.S. trade
Total Canada–U.S. merchandise trade: $392 billion
Canada is the top export destination for 34 states, including Iowa
39 Canadian-owned companies employ 9,185 people in 147 locations in Iowa

In 2010, Canada’s Consulate General in
Minneapolis marks its 40th anniversary and
is celebrating strong — and still growing
— Canada–U.S. ties.

The Consulate General works throughout
Iowa and the Upper Midwest to promote
trade and investment, engage citizens and
decision-makers on matters of shared
interest, and to assist Canadians living and
traveling in the region.

To celebrate the 40th anniversary and
strong Canada–Iowa ties, on February 17,
2010, state legislators in Des Moines
passed resolutions honoring the social,
economic, and cultural partnerships the
state shares with Canada and declared
that day “Canada Day at the Iowa
Statehouse.” Canada’s top diplomat in the
Upper Midwest, Consul General Martin
Loken, addressed the Senate and House
chambers before the resolutions were
considered and unanimously passed.

The Consulate General of Canada will
continue to work with its many partners to
further strengthen the ties we share as
friends, neighbors and allies that make the
partnership between Iowa and Canada
such a great success.

Connecting Iowa to world
markets

Canadian National Railway
Canadian National Railway knows how
to move goods. Canada’s leading railway
operates a precision network, moving
thousands of carloads throughout North
America each day. CN is the only railroad
that crosses the continent east-west and
north-south offering access to ports on
the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf coasts.

CN employs more than 6,600 people in its
U.S. operations, with approximately 240

employees in Iowa. CN’s Iowa operations
directly serve the cities of Dubuque,
Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, Fort Dodge, Sioux
City, and Council Bluffs. Its short-line
railroad partners also connect smaller
localities in Iowa to CN’s North American-
wide rail network.

With more than a third of CN’s revenues
attributable to U.S.–Canada cross-border
traffic, CN relies on efficient operations at
the northern border. Security is a key
ongoing priority for CN, which was the
first North American rail carrier to join U.S.
Customs and Border Protection’s Customs-
Trade Partnership against Terrorism
(C-TPAT).

Northern Border Pipeline brings
energy security
Through its operation and part ownership
of the Northern Border Pipeline, Calgary-
based TransCanada PipeLines is helping to
meet North America’s demand for a stable,
secure source of energy. Northern Border
is a 1400-mile natural gas transportation
system linking the Midwestern United
States — including Iowa — with reserves
in Western Canada.
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CN employs roughly 240 Iowans. Photo: CN.

Iowa–Canada facts

Foreign export markets
Largest export market....................................Canada
IA sells more to Canada than to the state’s

next 3 largest foreign markets combined
% foreign-bound goods

sold to Canada..................................................33%

Jobs
87,100 jobs in Iowa

depend on trade with Canada

Top Canadian-owned businesses in
Iowa

Canadian National Railway Co
Cosma International of America Inc
RBC Wealth Management
Crop Production Services Inc
Dieomatic Inc

Merchandise trade
IA exports to Canada............................... $2.7 billion
IA imports from Canada......................... $2.6 billion
Bilateral trade............................................. $5.4 billion

Top exports
Oil seed cake & meal.............................$186 million
New wheel tractors................................$132 million
Air conditioning &

refrigeration equipment...............$127 million
Steel plate, sheet & strip......................$112 million
Meat...............................................................$99 million
Tractor engines & tractor parts............$87 million
Motor vehicle parts,

except engines....................................$76 million
Soil preparations, seeding

& fertilizing machinery.................... $75 million
Front end loaders......................................$73 million
Construction & maintenance

machinery.............................................$72 million

Top imports
Natural gas................................................$490 million
Fertilizers....................................................$210 million
Oils, fats, waxes, extracts,

derivatives..........................................$196 million
Live animals..............................................$127 million
Medical, ophthalmic &

orthopaedic supplies.....................$121 million
Petroleum & coal products................... $86 million
Newsprint.................................................... $67 million
Aluminum, including alloys..................$66 million
Soil preparations, seeding

& fertilizing machinery.................... $65 million
Synthetic rubber & plastics...................$58 million

Tourism account
Canadian visits to Iowa....................................97,900

$ spent................................................... $21 million
Iowan visits to Canada..................................... 96,500

$ spent................................................... $51 million




