
Canada Ua.qx d  20.02.2009  17:05  Page 1  



The Ca na dian Em bassy in 
Ukraine

A Cen tury of Con nec tions

For more than a cen tury, since the 1890’s, Ukrai ni ans have em i grated
to Can ada, bring ing with them their dis tinc tive lan guage, cul ture and
his tory. They have en riched Can ada with their en ergy and in tel li gence,
and made ma jor con tri bu tions to our so ci ety and econ omy. Many have
risen to very prom i nent po si tions. To day over 1.2 mil lion out of a pop u -
la tion of 33 mil lion Ca na di ans proudly claim Ukrai nian an ces try. 

Can ada was the first West ern coun try to of fi cially rec og nize in de pend -
ent Ukraine on De cem ber 2, 1991, af ter 97% of Ukrai ni ans voted for
in de pend ence in a na tional ref er en dum. For mal dip lo matic re la tions
be tween Can ada and Ukraine were es tab lished on Jan u ary 27, 1992. 

Since then, our coun tries have signed a va ri ety of agree ments cov er ing
trade and com merce, tech ni cal co op er a tion, and de fence and mu tual le -
gal as sis tance among oth ers. In 2008, Can ada’s Par lia ment unan i -
mously passed a bill to es tab lish a Ukrai nian Fam ine and Geno cide
Me mo rial day and to rec og nize the Ukrai nian Fam ine of 1932–33 as an
act of geno cide.  

In the last few years, Ca na di ans of Ukrai nian an ces try have been able
to re turn freely to Ukraine with their trea sury of tra di tions and new
world ex per tise – in ar eas such as his tor i cal and lan guage stud ies, tech -
nol ogy, ag ri cul ture, and the arts. 

Many other Ca na di ans have shared their ex pe ri ence in ef fec tive and
dem o cratic gov er nance, busi ness, man age ment and or ga ni za tion to as -
sist Ukraine’s prog ress as an in de pend ent state.
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G. Dan iel Caron
Am bas sa dor of Can ada to
Ukraine 

“Be ing Am bas sa dor of Can ada in
Ukraine is a great hon our for me.
The ma tu rity of our bi lat eral re la tion -
ship is war rant of fu ture de vel op -
ments of our eco nomic, po lit i cal and 
tech ni cal co op er a tion. 

This im por tant Eu ro pean coun try is
fac ing the chal lenges of a young de -
moc racy. As Ukraine is mov ing for -
ward, Can ada, a close part ner and
friend, must be strongly en gaged in
these mo ments of tran si tion.”

Ev ery coun try, like ev ery per son, needs a strong net work of mu -
tu ally sup port ive re la tion ships. The work of the Ca na dian Em -
bassy in Ukraine is to build strong and pro duc tive re la tion ships
be tween our two coun tries across many di men sions - po lit i cal,
eco nomic, busi ness and in vest ment, tech ni cal co op er a tion and
de vel op ment, de fence and se cu rity, ac a demic and cul tural, im -
mi gra tion, hu man rights, and mul ti lat eral pol icy is sues and pro -
grams. The Em bassy also fos ters hu man part ner ships – among
in di vid u als, youth and civil so ci ety or ga ni za tions – be cause
these are an es sen tial part of suc cess ful re la tions be tween dem o -
cratic so ci et ies.  



Po lit i cal and Eco nomic Re la tions 
and Pub lic Af fairs (PERPA)

The PERPA pro gram is ded i cated to the clas si cal work of the dip lo mat: rep re sent ing Can ada and Ca na dian in -
ter ests in Ukraine, and work ing with Ukraine to fur ther our com mon ob jec tives in the world. There are the
three main di rec tions to this pro gram:

Po lit i cal and Eco nomic Re la tions

Af ter in de pend ence, in March 1994 a more for mal struc ture was
given to our bi lat eral re la tions. Our gov ern ments is sued a dec la ra -
tion on the Spe cial Part ner ship be tween Can ada and Ukraine, and
this com mit ment was re newed again in 2001 and in 2008 dur ing the
visit of the Pres i dent of Ukraine to Can ada.

This Part ner ship dec la ra tion rec og nizes Can ada’s sup port for the de -
vel op ment of an in de pend ent and pros per ous Ukraine. We are work -
ing to fos ter com mon, prag matic ob jec tives with Ukraine bi lat er ally,
re gion ally and in ter na tion ally, to pro vide sus tained sup port for
Ukraine’s de vel op ment and re form ini tia tives, and to en hance our
mu tual co op er a tion on a range of de fence and se cu rity is sues. 

In ad di tion, Can ada wants to en gage more in tensely with Ukraine on
the eco nomic and busi ness fronts to our mu tual ben e fit, and to part -
ner more stra te gi cally with Ukraine in mul ti lat eral in sti tu tions and
on global ini tia tives – the UN, WTO, NATO, OSCE and the
Francophonie (to which Ukraine has now the sta tus of ob server). 

An other im por tant func tion of the Em bassy’s PERPA pro gram is to
fol low de vel op ments in volv ing Ukraine and Ukrai ni ans and to com -
mu ni cate facts, anal y sis and com men tary back to Ca na dian gov ern -
ment de part ments and other in ter ested Ca na di ans in a use ful
his tor i cal and cur rent con text.

Cul tural and Ac a demic Re la tions

Ev ery year Ca na dian and Ukrai nian per form ers, art ists and schol ars ben e fit from the Em bassy’s as sis tance in
ex changes be tween our coun tries. The range of these ac tiv i ties is con sid er able – cov er ing po lit i cal, so cial,
eco nomic, and pub lic pol icy is sues, lit er a ture, vi sual and per form ing arts, his tor i cal and sci en tific con fer -
ences. This in cludes sup port for the first Ca na dian Stud ies Cen ter ever es tab lished in Ukraine, in 2005, at the
Yuriy Fedkovych Na tional Uni ver sity
in Chernivtsi. In 2007, the Ca na dian
dancer/cho re og ra pher, Iryna Balan,
toured Ukraine with an ex hi bi tion
which chron i cled the life of Vasile
Avramenko - the iconic fa ther of Ukrai -
nian dance who em i grated to Can ada in
1925.  Such ex changes are in valu able in
con nect ing our coun tries and cit i zens at
the hu man level, and let us cel e brate Ca -
na dian and Ukrai nian cul ture and prog -
ress.
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Pub lic Af fairs and Out reach  

An im por tant part of the Em bassy’s work is to in form Ukraine’s
gov ern ment, pol icy mak ers, opin ion influencers and reg u lar cit i -
zens about Can ada – our his tory, our peo ple, our chal lenges and suc -
cesses. In par tic u lar, Em bassy rep re sen ta tives want to com mu ni cate 
and dis cuss with Ukrai ni ans about Can ada’s Ukra i ne- re lated pol i -
cies, and our views on other in ter na tional is sues – for ex am ple,
global busi ness de vel op ments, Eu ro- At lan tic co op er a tion and hu -
man rights. 

To do this, Em bassy staff par tic i pate in Roundtable pol icy events,
speak to uni ver sity stu dents and other groups, talk to lo cal me dia,
and re spond to pub lic enquires. A key por tal for our pub lic com mu -
ni ca tions with Ukrai ni ans is the Em bassy’s tri lin gual website at
www.kyiv.gc.ca.  Please come and visit us!

Ca na dian In ter na tional  De vel op ment
Agency (CIDA)

Can ada was among the first in ter na tional do nors to mo bi lize a re -
sponse to Ukraine’s post-in de pend ence needs for tech ni cal as sis -
tance, and the Em bassy’s CIDA sec tion con tin ues to be one of our
most ac tive. Its pro grams touch the lives of thou sands of Ukrai ni ans
each year. 

Can ada’s Pro gram of Tech ni cal Co op er a tion was an nounced at the
Lon don G-7 Eco nomic Sum mit in July 1991.  Our co op er a tion ini -
tially fo cused on sup port ing Ukraine’s tran si tion to a mar ket-based
econ omy, pro mot ing dem o cratic gov er nance, in creas ing bi lat eral
trade and in vest ment link ages, and pro mot ing nu clear safety.  

Since 1991, CIDA has con trib uted over $ 350 mil lion to tech ni cal
co op er a tion in Ukraine. Gov er nance and eco nomic de ve l op ment
con tinue to be pri or i ties.  CIDA places em pha sis on pro jects that will con trib ute sig nif i cantly to Ukraine’s
con tin u ing re form pro cess. Es pe cially en cour aged are ini tia tives that give rise to ad di tional re forms, or help

in sti tu tions and or ga ni za tions take ad -
van tage of re forms be ing im ple men ted
else where in Ukraine.
The pri mary chan nel for CIDA funds to
Ukraine is the Bi lat eral Pro gram.  The
Pro gram co or di nates closely with other
parts of CIDA, such as Ca na dian Part -
ner ship, and Mul ti lat eral pro gram ming.  
The Of fice of Dem o cratic Gov er nance’s 
(ODG) De ploy ment for Dem o cratic De -
vel op ment mech a nism pro vides ef fec ti -
ve, ‘quick re sponse’ ex per tise in su p port 
of CIDA’s part ner coun tries’ strat e gies
for dem o cratic gov er nance.

CIDA’s key part ners are Ca na dian and
in ter na tional or ga ni za tions work ing
with their Ukrai nian gov ern ment, civil
so ci ety and pri vate sec tor part ners.  
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CIDA is a strong con trib u tor 
to Mul ti lat eral Pro grams, in clud ing:

� United Na tions De vel op ment 
Pro gram

� Eu ro pean Bank for 
Re con struc tion and De vel op ment 

� Or ga ni za tion for Se cu rity and 
Co op er a tion in Eu rope 

� In ter na tional Mon e tary Fund 

� World Bank 



Ben e fits reach all Ukrai ni ans and in par tic u lar gov ern ment of fi cials, judges, youth at risk and their fam i lies,
civil so ci ety or ga ni za tions, cit i zens in tar get ob lasts, women, ag ri cul tural pro duc ers and small and me -
dium-sized en ter prises.

In 2001, CIDA de vel oped a coun try-spe cific frame work for Ukraine.  This frame work, op er a tional up to now, 
was based on two main prin ci ples – pro mote the suc cess ful in te gra tion of Ukraine into the global mar ket
econ omy and en cour age the peace ful de vel op ment of a dem o cratic sys tem of gov ern ment based on the rule of 
law.  A few of the re sults across a num ber of sec tors: 

Ø  Con trib ut ing to Ukraine’s ac ces sion to the WTO in 2008 by sup port ing the de vel op ment of a cadre of more
than 1000 in ter na tional trade and de vel op ment pro fes sion als to back ne go ti a tion and im ple men ta tion of the
WTO agree ment;

Ø Help ing re vive the credit un ion sys tem, with close to 500,000 cus tom ers in mostly ru ral ar eas ob tain ing fi -
nan cial ser vices and loans;

Ø Cre at ing model courts at lo cal ‘rayon’ level to dem on strate ef fi cient pro ce dures, im proved ju di cial im par -
tial ity and eth i cal stan dards. 

CIDA’s New Pro gram ming Strat egy 2008-2012

The CIDA Ukraine Pro gram is cur rently fi nal iz ing a pro gram ming strat egy for 2008-2012. It builds on past
ef forts and aligns with the pri or i ties of the Ukrai nian gov ern ment’s re form strat egy. The goal of the Ukraine
Pro gram is to strengthen de moc racy and fur ther Ukraine’s in te gra tion into the global econ omy while im prov -
ing eco nomic op por tu ni ties for its cit i zens.  Pro gram de ci sions will con tinue to be in formed by Ukraine’s as -
pi ra tions for EU mem ber ship and the knowl edge that Ukraine’s fu ture is in Eu rope.

The strat egy is re spon sive, flex i ble and re sults-based fo cus ing on two sec tors – dem o cratic gov er nance and
pri vate sec tor de vel op ment. These two sec tors re in force one an other as good gov er nance pro vides the en -
abling en vi ron ment for eco nomic growth, while the pri vate sec tor gen er ates the re sources to fi nance gov ern -
ment in sti tu tions and so cial ser vices. 

Dem o cratic gov er nance pro gram ming will fo cus on three sub-sec tors, rule of law, ac count able pub lic in sti tu -
tions and free dom and de moc racy, while pri vate sec tor de vel op ment pro gram ming will fo cus on two sub-sec -
tors, cre at ing an en abling en vi ron ment and pro mot ing en tre pre neur ship.

The Pro gram has two cross-cut ting themes, equal ity be tween women and men, and the en vi ron ment. A por -
tion of all pro ject bud gets will be de voted to ini tia tives sup port ing gen der equal ity. En vi ron men tal strat e gies
will be de vel oped for all pro jects to iden tify op por tu ni ties for pos i tive en vi ron men tal im pacts.
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De fence

The Ca na dian gov ern ment es tab lished a De fence At tach¾ Of fice at
the Em bassy in Kyiv to man age bi lat eral de fence re la tions and pro -
grams be tween Ukraine’s Min is try of De fence and Can ada’s De -
part ment of Na tional De fence (DND). Through this of fice, DND’s
Mil i tary Train ing As sis tance Programme (MTAP) spon sors var i ous 
train ing courses such as Eng lish and French lan guage train ing and
Army op er a tional and lead er ship courses for Ukrai nian of fi cers. 

In ad di tion, the De fence At tach¾ Of fice
co or di nates joint mil i tary ex er cises
where Ukrai nian sol diers take part in
Ca na dian Forces-led train ing to sup port
UN and NATO op er a tional de ploy -
ments.

Im mi gra tion  

Can ada has wel comed im mi grants from Ukraine for over 100 years.  The first two waves of im mi grants – one
be gin ning in the mid-1890’s, the next com ing be tween the wars - con sisted pri mar ily of farm ing fam i lies
search ing for a better eco nomic fu ture.  The third wave of im mi grants, ar riv ing im me di ately af ter WWII, con -
sisted mainly of dis placed per sons un able to re turn home due to the im po si tion or re-im po si tion of re pres sive
So viet rule in Ukraine. The lat est wave of Ukrai nian im mi gra tion be gan in
1991 with the dis so lu tion of the So viet Un ion and con tin ues to this day. 
Smaller than the first three waves, this fourth wave is again com ing for eco -
nomic rea sons and in cludes highly qual i fied en gi neers, sci en tists, art ists and
other pro fes sion als and skilled trades peo ple.  In 2008, Can ada ex pects to wel -
come around 1900 new im mi grants from Ukraine.

The global move ment of peo ple has al ways been a dy namic pro cess which brings ben e fits both to the coun try
of des ti na tion and the coun try of or i gin.  Many im mi grants have re turned to Uk raine af ter sev eral years or

even de cades, to in vest in Ukraine the
know l edge, skills and cap i tal gained in
their adopted coun try-Can ada. The ex -
change of peo ple, ideas, goods and ser -
vices be tween Can ada and Ukraine is
grow ing all the time.  In 2008, Can ada
will is sue over 10,000 tem po rary res i -
dent vi sas to vis i tors, tour ists, busi ness
per sons, stu dents, and tem po rary for -
eign work ers.  The Im mi gra tion and
Visa Sec tion of the Ca na dian Em -
bassy con tin u ally looks for ways to fa -
cil i tate the move ment of gen u ine
trav el lers to Can ada, with the re sult
that in 2008, over 83% of per sons who
ap ply for a tem po rary visa are suc cess -
ful.  
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About 1.2 mil lion Ca na di ans are
of Ukrai nian an ces try � one of
our larg est her i tage pop u la tions

 

The CDAO in Kyiv 
con sists of a:

� De fence At tach¾

� De fence At tach¾
Ad min is tra tive As -
sis tant

� De fence Re la tions
As sis tant/In ter preter

Since 1994, MTAP has spon sored more than
800 Ukrai nian of fi cers to at tend train ing
courses in Can ada � rep re sent ing a com -
mitment by Can ada of over $20 mil lion.



Trade and In vest ment

Trade is an im por tant di men sion of our bi lat eral re la tions sup ported and
fa cil i tated by the Em bassy’s Trade sec tion. Our Trade staff as sist Ca na dian 
and Ukrai nian com pa nies in get ting to gether to do busi ness. Our two-way
trade has in creased sub stan tially since 2004 but con sid er able un tapped po -
ten tial for busi ness re mains.   

Can ada’s econ omy is one of the larg est in the world, with hun dreds of
thou sands of large, me dium and small com pa nies do ing busi ness. Can ada
is com pet i tive glob ally in sec tors such as ag ri cul ture, oil and gas, con struc -
tion, in for ma tion and com mu ni ca tions tech nol ogy, and pharmaceuticals,
to name a few.   Cur rent pro jects in Ukraine range from avi a tion, busi ness
ed u ca tion, plas tics and poly mers to man u fac tur ing, min ing and min eral
tech nol ogy. Can ada wel comes Ukraine’s ac ces sion into the WTO in early
2008 as it will en cour age stron ger bi lat eral trade and in vest ment ties and
lead to im prove ments and greater trans par ency in the busi ness en vi ron -
ment.  

           

Top 5 Ca na dian Ex ports
(2007) in C$ mil lion

To tal

$128.3 mil.

Top 5 Ukrai nian Ex ports (2007) 
in C$ mil lion

To tal 

$117.8 mil.

1. Ma chin ery 30.6 1. Iron and steel 32.5

2. Fish and sea food 22.2 2. Rail way prod ucts 12.3

3. Plas tic prod ucts 10.7 3. Fer til izer 11.8

4. Med i cal In stru ments 8.5 4. Iron and steel prod ucts 9.1

5. Ve hi cles and spare parts 8.0 5. Min eral fuel, oil 8.9

Ad min is tra tion

All Em bassy pro grams are sup ported by our Ad min is tra tion sec tion. This ded i cated team of pro fes sion als en -
sures that all fi nan cial, prop erty, per son nel, trans port, com mu ni ca tions, se cu rity, main te nance and other ser -
vices are in place and run ning smoothly. With out this ad min is tra tive back bone, the other sec tions of the
Em bassy could not do their work.    

 

Con sular Ser vices 

A pri or ity for the Ca na dian Em bassy is to pro vide ser vices to Ca na di ans liv ing or trav el ing in Ukraine, and to
as sist Ukrai nian cit i zens deal ing with Ca na dian au thor i ties. This is the work of our Con sular sec tion. In ad di -
tion to help ing Ca na di ans re new their pass ports and as sist ing those who are in dis tress, the Con sular sec tion
of fers other ser vices such as legal i sa tion of doc u ments, au then ti ca tion of sig na tures, cer ti fied true cop ies, af -
fi da vits and more. Can ada also has a Con sul ate in Lviv headed by an Hon or ary Con sul.

Reg is tra tion of Ca na di ans abroad as sists the Ca na dian gov ern ment in al lo cat ing the ap pro pri ate level of re -
sources in case of emer gency, in clud ing sit u a tions re quir ing the evac u a tion of Ca na dian cit i zens.  
Ca na di ans trav el ing to Ukraine should make sure to visit www.voy age.gc.ca be fore be gin ning their trip for
the lat est in for ma tion on lo cal con di tions. The Em bassy strongly rec om mends that Ca na di ans who plans to
stay in Ukraine for over 90 days reg is ter at
http://www.voy age.gc.ca/main/sos/roca_no tice-en.asp.
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